
July 2-8

SAN ANTONIO FLOODS

Beginning June 30, 2002, a low-pressure system with deep tropical moisture from the Gulf of Mexico moved westward over South 
Texas. The system hit a wall of high pressure, stalling over Central and South Texas, causing nearly 30 inches of rain to fall in the San 
Antonio and surrounding areas in only an 8 day period, and 12-14 inches of rain in parts of west Texas near Abilene. On July 2, 2002, 
GDEM activated TX-TF1 to respond to the devastating flooding. 

As a result, TX-TF1 deployed 2 Water Rescue Strike Teams, composed of 4 Water Rescue Squads on each team, to New Braunfels High 
School and Texas Lutheran University in Seguin. Additionally, they activated a number of support personnel, 6 HSARTS supporting 3 
National Guard UH-60s, 1 ESF-9 Coordinator, and 1 ESF-9 Liaison Officer. 

The Water Rescue Strike Teams utilized inflatable rescue boats and coordinated with HH-60 Blackhawk helicopters in Uvalde, Bandera, 
Seguin, and New Braunfels to rescue 28 flood victims, evacuate 58 residents and 12 animals, and transport 7 injured victims to the 
hospital. 

In total, the floodwaters killed 9 people and damaged over 48,000 homes. All TX-TF1 resources were demobilized by July 8, as the 
flooding conditions had subsided.  

2002
Deployment Statistics 
Lasted a total of 7 days

58 Personnel activated supporting the following resources:
	 •	2 Water Rescue Strike Team
			   • 4 Water Rescue Squads on each team (total 8)
	 •	1 ESF-9 Coordinator
	 •	1 ESF-9 Liaison Officer
	 •	6 Helicopter Search and Rescue Technicians

Teams completed:
	 •	28 Rescues
	 •	58 Evacuations
	 •	12 Animal Evacuations
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